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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-7 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-14 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 
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□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.r 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as If (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (I A) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1) Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-0 574 327 (JAEGER PARTICIPATIONS S.A.) 

2) The subject-matter of present claims 1-14 complies with the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step as set forth in Article 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

None of the prior art citations mentioned in the International Search Report 
anticipates or even fairly suggests an apparatus and a method for thawing frozen 
blocks of meat comprising a massage system consisting of a rotating/revolving 
drum supplied with inner massage wings, wherein the interior of said massage 
wings is supplied with a heating liquid, so that the temperature of the surface of 
said massage wings is higher than the temperature of the frozen meat block. 
Contact of the frozen meat block with said heated massage wings inside the 
revolving drum provides homogeneous heat exchange for thawing. 

The closest prior art D1 discloses a rotating drum wherein heat exchange is 
performed simply by contacting the drum outer wall with air at room temperature 
by means of an air circulation system. 

Accordingly, the subject-matter of present claims 1-14 is to be considered as non- 
obvious in the light of the prior art. 
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= (54) Title: A METHOD AND MEANS OF THAWING MEAT AND USE THEREOF 
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^ (57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method of thawing one or more fix>zen blocks of meat, said blocks of meat being composed 
2 of uni^ of ^eat frozen together. This object is achieved in that the frozen blocks of meat are placed in a dram of a massage system, 
® said drum comprising carriers, and a liquid having a temperature higher than that of the frozen blocks of meat is supplied in the 
^ interior of the massage wings, and that brine having a temperature higher than that of the frozen blocks of meat is supplied to the 
drum. The dram rotates/revolves, and the blocks of meat are continuously broken up into smaller units of meat. Preferably, a negative 
^ pressure is established in the dram during thawing. 



